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aY K 9 £Xchch 

Bctu t e xal TpchcoN dXdxouc xal NHma tekno, 
aY kcn Tud&>c u!6n anocxH *IXiou fpfic 

If so haply she may pity . . if she may Jceep the son of 
Tydeus from, llios. 

Here we should have had in later Greek dnoaxovaa, by keep¬ 
ing away. 

oi dto nOn &rrai cirfl, ndXcuoc dfe nenauTai, 
dcnici kckXiju^noi 

They now are seated in silence , for the battle hath ceasedl 

See also 40 . 

IV 

VERSIFICATION 

47. Hiatus 

With regard to Hiatus, which is frequent in Homer, the 
following facts may be noted. 

1. A long vowel or diphthong in thesis preceding Hiatus is 
generally shortened : e.g. icXGei jueu | dprupdTos’: xpuceco | 6n& 
CKHnTpco (with synizesis of -^): but CuiNeeu* | eY noT^ toi. 

2. A long vowel or diphthong in arsis remains long: e.g . 
HJueTep[cp £n! oYkco : il d | 5 h noTe. 

3. Hiatus is often accounted for by loss of the digamma: 
e.g. tijueT^pco £n! oYkco (FoIki#) : ’Araju&uiNONi hn^onc (aFad-) 
eim<2>. 

Obs. —The principle of shortening a long vowel before a 
vowel following works also inside a word. Thus we get YXaoc 
and YXaoc, Xihn and Xfiw, BeBXHai (a dactyl) ; and many bye- 
forms, as xdXxeoc (x^Xmos), 6Xo6c (<5\oi6s), cbx&a (a>/ceta), 
fiae^HC (PaOeLrjs). 

48. Lengthening of Short Syllables 

1. A short vowel is always lengthened before initial p, and 
in certain words before X, u, n, c, b: e.g . dn|l ^htjuTnoc: 


noXXd | Xiccoju^nh : KOTjto uoip|aN : £n|1 .u€rdp|cp : gnca-rd | Te 
cdpxjac Te: kot|6 5 eiN|ouc (for bFe inouc). These examples are 
but a few out of a large number. 

2 . The group of words referred to above also produce a similar 
lengthening by doubling the initial consonant in Compounds and 
after the Augment: e.g. dno-pphrrco: £u-XLueXfHC: drd-NNi- 
90c: £m-cceuco: eppupa : SXXfcceTO: g&deiceN (also written 
edeiceN, though scanned — ^). 

3. A short syllable in arsis is frequently lengthened, 
especially at a pause in the verse : e.g. ^Kn^pcat Ilpiduoio 
n6XlN, eu 5 ’ oYxad’ ixeceai: xepclN On* ’ApreicoN 9ehieNoc ku 
naTpibi raijj. 

4. Besides the instances given above and in 1 and 2 the 
following variations may be noticed. Homer has aNHp and 
aNrip: *Apec "Apec together beginning a line : 8Noua and 
oCmo.ua: 9fXe xadrNHTe beginning a line. There are many 
others. Notice also the following words, where in Attic the 
vowel is short, but long in Homer : Tcoc, xaX6c, 9©onco, tinco. 

49. Elision 

1 . The -ai of the Verbal Endings -uai, -Tai, -ntoi, -ceai may 
be elided: e.g. BodXou' krv>: £nuceiceT dwdrKH : nplN Xucaco 
^rdpouc. 

2. The 01 of u 01, coi, toi is occasionally elided: e.g. xai u 
oYco Ajulunctc : oCj nu t* 6oi5ol a Ctioi. 

For further information on Homeric Versification see Prof, 
Jebb’s Introduction to Homer , Appendix 5 . 











